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Music world mourns Ike Jenkins

By NORA K. WALLACE, NEWS-PRESS CORRESPONDENT
December 3, 2018 7:47 AM

Isaac "Ike" Jenkins, a talented musician
and revered music and choir teacher
notable for inspiring performers like Katy
Perry, Big Bad Voodoo Daddy and actor Eric
Stoltz is being remembered not only for his

© own eclectic talents but for his motivating
teaching style and mentoring influence.
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choir and orchestra," wrote musician | % THAT
Robert Collins, in one post.

A master musician in his own right, he i

_ ; played the piano, flute and bass, sang and
conducte_d both cho!rs and bands. He topped off his own professional playlistgwith
acting stints and voice-over work for Disney and commercial advertising.

His musical inﬂuence touched thousands of students since beginning his Santa
Barpara teachm_g career in 1971. As a band and vocal director, his jazz bands and
choirs ranked highly at U.S. Jazz festivals, including those in Monterey and Reno —

and in Europe at Montreux, France and Germany.

Yet he was understated in how he perceived himself as an educator.

"I don't think of myself necessarily as that good of a teacher," he said in an
interview earlier this year. "But I think I have this ability to get students involved

and excited over their music. I guess I try to teach them that determination, that
stick-to-it-ness."
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Big Bad Voodoo Daddy, Presented mr. Jenkins with a replica of the group's gold
record at a schoo| assembly. He said if it weren't for Mr. Jenkins, he wouldn't have
become 3 musician.
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"Our record recently went gold and one of the first things I thought t9 do wou
to kinda stoke Ike out on something," Mr, Hunter noted at the time. "If yo? 3
haven't met him, you should do that. He is seriously, in my opinion, one o "t e
best teachers ever. He taught us a lot about music and life and everything.
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